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the bridge he had burned after occupying Stevenson,
Here,  four miles from Bridgeport,  he met the en-
eray's outposts.    After driving them, and giving the
appearance that he was advancing by the railway, lie
suddenly threw Ms force across the country about a
mile, to a road that led from Stevenson to Bridge-
port, dragging the artillery by hand.    On the way
it   was necessary   to   construct   two  small   bridges,
While so  doing the general threw his own escort
forward as  scouts.    They met the  enemy's cavalry
videttes, and drove them from  the Bridgeport road,
forcing  them  to take a road which led to Jasper.
Then lie advanced to a wood a few hundred yards
from the bridge, and quietly drew up his force in line
of battle.    The first the guard at the bridge knew of
his coming was seeing a line of infantry advancing
upon   them.     They  made   no  resistance   whatever,
scampering across the bridge in haste.

At Bridgeport an island is crossed by the railroad,
forming two bridges, the one on the west, the other
on the east side of the island. The rebels were at-
tempting to burn the west bridge when the general
called for volunteers, who rushed across and saved it.
They attempted to blow up the east bridge, but fail-
ing5 succeeded in firing it. On the island were found
two six-pounder guns and some arms which had been
left in the hurry of departure.

The enemy were not only surprised but astonished,
Some forty or fifty of their cavalry near by, hearing
the firing, rode up through a field to learn what was
the matter. They did not seem to know who our
forces were. A shell was dropped into their midst,
which relieved them from further doubt.

The retreating force sent a parting salute from the
